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Budaet 



Quality vehicles; economy ond compact cors^ 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air canditianingr 
0 Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 



CuxiJdcu/Ji 


OFfices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 


M. 53'^rauflOi r!JX-5!32r7'J J 2 


E-mail: budlgel£]ruba@sel<]rnet.dw - www.budgetdi'uba.cam 


INUEPENDENUY OWNED AND OPERATED RUD0ET SYSTEM LICENSEE'^ 


US forces quit Iraq 
nine years on 



{AFP)-IRAQ, NASIRIYAH 
US soldiers congratulate 
each other as they board 
the last C17 aircraft carry¬ 
ing US troops out of Iraq 
at US Camp Adder on the 
outskirts of the southern 
city of Nasiriyah on De¬ 
cember 17, 2011. The last 
US forces left Iraq and en¬ 
tered Kuwait, nearly nine 
years after launching a di¬ 
visive war to oust Saddam 
Hussein, and just as the 
^ oil-rich country grapples 
with renewed political 
deadlock. (See story pg 6) 


MondcH^ 

After 6 happy 

$ 3 wine and 
mix drinks, 
free tapas 



From 6 till 9 pm. 
Live 


Saxophone music 

Wilhelminastraat 63 Oranjestadj Aniba 582 3677 


Inaugural flight of AirTran weekend 
service from Baltimore begins 

i 



Welcoming water canon at the arrival of AirTran from Baltimore (see story on pg 2) 


Mass burial readied as death toll 
passes 650 in the Philippines 



Rescuers carry a dead body of a victim of the devastating 
floods in Cagayan de Oro City 


CAGAYAN DE ORO, The 
Philippines (AFP) - Res¬ 
cuers struggled to help sur¬ 
vivors and a ravaged city 
prepared for a mass burial as 
the death toll from devastat¬ 
ing flash floods in the south¬ 
ern Philippines rose past 650 
on Sunday. 

With hundreds more still 
listed as missing, tropical 
storm Washi left Philippine 
territory after dumping 
heavy rains that over¬ 
whelmed rivers in the port 
cities of Cagayan de Oro and 
Iligan on Mindanao island at 
the weekend. 

Iligan, where more than 
200 people were killed, was 
preparing to bury unclaimed 
bodies in a mass grave as 


early as Monday because of 
their advanced state of de¬ 
composition. 

City health officer Liddy 


Villarin said body bags will 
be marked for possible ex¬ 
humation. 

"We will put markings on 
the cadaver bags which will 
give the physical features of 
each body before they put 
them in the mass grave," she 
said. 

Entire villages were 
swept away by floodwaters 
as residents, normally 
spared from typhoons that 
ravage other parts of the 
Philippines every year, slept 
in the early hours of Satur¬ 
day despite storm warnings. 

The Philippine Red 
Cross said 652 people had 
been confirmed dead by its 
field staff and another 808 
were currently listed as 
missing. 


COOL CASINO ARUBA 

J,E Irausquin Boulevard 79 Palm Beach Dutch Caribiwan ARUBA 

www.coolcasinogaming.com 
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US DOLLAR TEN 
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PROMOTION TICKET 


THIS VOUCHER WILL BE EXCHAMQED FOR SlO PROMOTIONAL SLOT T10KET AT THE HOST DESK:: 
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hours-Serving ..rumn 

liOOpmto 10:00ish, l^chanddln^^T 


Balashi 


phone number $86-3904 

p,l,SENER 


Balashi 


THE VILU&E PLAZA 
(behind Senor Frog's) 


seven 
days 
a week. 


IN Ab'J®'*' 


Free 10 oz Balashi draff with the 
I purchase of any sandwich $ fries or onion rings. 

delivery in hotel area for orders over |50.0Qr 


Burgers, Fries.. 4 


Inaugural flight of AirTran weekend service 
from Baltimore begins 



Cutting the ribbon 


Island travel executives and 
representatives of AirTran 
Airways welcomed a spank¬ 
ing new and full Boeing 737, 
which arrived ahead of 
schedule, on Saturday after¬ 
noon, December 17th, par¬ 
ticularly notable for the 
demonstration of growth as 
tourism partners between 
Aruba and this popular air¬ 
line. 

With the establishment of 
this Saturday and Sunday flight 
from the Washington/Balti¬ 
more area, Aruba now counts 
13 gateway cities in the U.S.; 
three of them serviced by 
AirTran, revealed Aruba Air¬ 
port Authority (ATA) CEO 


Ronella Tjin Asjoe-Croes, 
during the welcome reception 
in the VIP room of the Reina 
Beatrix International Airport. 

When the airline first 
began flying to Aruba, they 
had a single flight a week 
from Atlanta; this quickly 
was expanded to a daily 
route. Not long after they 
added weekend flights from 
Orlando and now with the 
Washington/Baltimore serv¬ 
ice, they count three flights 
arriving from major cities 
every Saturday and Sunday, 
and the daily flight from At¬ 
lanta. 

“There is no question this 
makes you a major source of 


airlift for Aruba,” stated 
Aruba Airport Authority 
CEO Peter Steinmetz. He 
also expressed admiration for 
their “commitment to the air 
industry,” having just pur¬ 
chased a number of new 
planes. 

As is traditional with an 
inaugural arrival, the plane 
was greeted at the gate with a 
ritual water cannon bath, and 
AirTran Station Manager 
SRQ Aaron Vamell, stationed 
out of Sarasota, Florida, was 
on island for the occasion. 
Mr. Steinmetz presented him 
and his colleague. Operations 
Supervisor Jason Lamb, with 
a memento of the day. 

Mr. Vamell acknowledged 
he is well pleased to be wel¬ 
coming another flight to 
Amba, for which there is great 
demand, along with the air¬ 
port’s efficient handling of air 
traffic. They have high expec¬ 
tations for this new service. 

Amba Hotel and Tourism 
Association (AHATA) CEO 
Jim Hepple echoed the senti¬ 
ments of both Mr. Steinmetz 
and Vamell; this very impor¬ 
tant route opens a new mar¬ 
ket for the island with a very 
actively traveling demo¬ 
graphic. 




Aaron Vamell cuts the cake 



AHATA CEO Jim Hepple 


AirTran was purchased by 
Southwest Airlines last May; 
Mr. Steinmetz expressed the 
hope to “someday soon see 
purple and red of this airline 
on our runways,” which 
would herald service from 
Texas and the southwest. 


“However, we are quite 
happy at present to see an¬ 
other of your planes with its 
signature colors gracing our 
airport; a warm welcome to 
AirTran flights from Balti¬ 
more.” 

By Rosalie Klein 



Come, 

slay wun us! 

A well siliialed, quie! 
nptirlmefi! complex 
consHlingoHl luxury 
oporlmenis. 

Please check us out ot 
elteyoccjho.cocn 



Oneliedroom 
starting ut 



Iwo-bedtoom 

available. 
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RlayjCitSsBBiaitcl 


iTARTS atiORM - - 


LOCATED WITHIN THE RIU PALACE HOTEL 

J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 79 PALM BEACH - PH. 297 - 528 0993 EXT. 981 


Exposition “Divine Intervention” by Agnes Leslie opens at CEDEHM 



Agnes and Minister Hooyboer-Winklaar open the expo 


Centro pa Desaroyo di Hende 
Muhe “Center for the Devel¬ 
opment of Women” is located 
in a landmark building on 
Oranjestraat, a small street 
off the Caya Betico Croes 
and is well worth a visit. Not 
only to appreciate the colo¬ 
nial architecture, but also to 
enjoy the first solo exhibition 
of 27 original paintings by is¬ 
land artist and art teacher, 
Agnes Leslie, which opened 
on Friday evening, December 
16th. 

Agnes, though born on 
Aruba, pursued her art educa¬ 
tion and a teaching career in 
Holland for a number of 
years before returning to her 
native island in 1998 to coun¬ 
sel and teach. It has been her 
practice to guide children to 


express and develop their 
mind, thoughts and future, in¬ 
corporating an art form to ex¬ 
press their emotions. 

Her present exhibition 


very much reflects this phi¬ 
losophy, and in many ways is 
her personal epiphany, which 
also reflects the philosophy 
and purpose of CEDEHM re¬ 


garding the equality and es¬ 
calation of women in island 
society. “My paintings are ac¬ 
tually short stories. Using 
color, lines, and symbols in 
combination with expression 
and emotion, I have tried to 
capture ever-changing human 
beings in relation to their 
peers, culture and nature. In 
this collection I focused on 
women, partly because of 
where the show is on display, 
and also because I feel this is 
a statement women need to 
hear.” 

“It is my intention to give 
form to the emotions and ex¬ 
periences of women. They 
call on the viewer to get ac¬ 
quainted with them in their 
environment of thoughts, 
struggles and development,” 


states Agnes. She agrees that 
for many women, particu¬ 
larly the Caribbean woman 
and other male-dominated 
societies, it is a long, difficult 
process to attain a state of 
being an independent, fully 
realized person. Such soci¬ 
eties tend to drill into women 
from birth the need of a hus¬ 
band or man in their life to 
validate their existence and to 
truly achieve happiness. She 
is not explicitly saying 
women should forego such 
relationships; only that they 
are not essential to define a 
woman’s purpose in life, and 
they should not suppress or 
forsake their own intellect 
and talents while dedicating 
themselves to their partner. 

Continue on pg 5 



Paseo Herencia Mall. Store C-14. Aruba 
Phone: (297)5860300 
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Obstacles are those frightful things you see 
when you take your eyes off your goal. 

^Henry Ford 


^muse bistro 


J. E. Irausquin Boulevard 87 
at Hotel Playa Linda 
Tel: {297}-5869949 
Monday • Sunday: 5:30 p.m. 
till 10:30 p.m. 

Parking Space available in 
front of Amuse Bistro. 


Frenchilnspired F.oodmone wimTa nyA r u ba nl RI a i r ! 



TPSQE-ACTS • ACR®BprGS^IRE^TS • SilSl^INGAND.DANGIN^ 
CARNIVALt AW ARD WINNER^F®R;BEST dance act ' t 

. /MUSICAL^SJAR JjWERTACONIS (BR^D^^-^WlTrGHlCAGGJw, 


SPECIAL* . 

‘CHRISTMAS MENUS 


DECEMBER 24.& 26 


^ ‘ ^ OPEN FROM’7PMF\ ] 

. * ■ ' #apmissi6n 

ENTERTAINMENT ) • .kitchenopen ^ 

STAKrs\AM:30 PM FROMTPM-npM .1 

ON MCWDAY WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY ONLY . \ 

ORCALLFOR^AILABILITY^ MJ^U OR 

CVXDA ctor\iA/c r?M SPECIAL 


PASEO HERENCIA MALL ACROSS HOLIDAY INN, NEXT TO THE CINEMAS 
PHONE: 586.3800 EMAIL: INFO@ZISSLES.COM WWW.ZISSLES.COM 


Veteran visitors and 
all the community 
welcome the opening 
of Trop Club & Casino 



GM and Casino Manager Brian 
Stedeford with staff 



Carol and daughter Megan enjoy 
the party 



Casino Staff welcomes new mem¬ 
bers 



Friends welcome the return of the 
cute, cozy casino 


The new Tropicana 
Resort & Casino re¬ 
opened the cozy facil¬ 
ity in Eagle Beach 
under their interna¬ 
tional brand, “Trop 
Club & Casino” on 
Thursday and Friday, 
December 15th and 
16th. The grand cele¬ 
bration took two 
nights; one for island 
dignitaries, and the 
following night they 
hosted a huge street 
party with free beer 
for all comers during 
the first hour. 

Resort General 
Manager Brian Stede¬ 
ford was personally 
present for both 
bashes, and popular 
band Tsunami heated 
up the parking lot 
turned dance floor, on 
Friday evening, while 
drinks and snacks 
flowed freely, compli¬ 
ments of Trop Club & 
Casino. 

Though an interim 
measure until the 
completion and opening 
of the big casino next 
door, which will be¬ 
come a major enter¬ 
tainment center, fans 
of what many consider 
to be “the friendliest 
casino on Aruba,” 
were there in force, 
happy to say hello to 
familiar faces man¬ 
ning the tables. 

Casino staffers 
were kept busy as pa¬ 
trons lined up to get 
the Trop Advantage; 
great gifts, cash and 
prizes being the bene¬ 
fits of membership at 
the casino. Slots open 
at 10 a.m. and the 
gaming tables at 6:00 
p.m., and they expect 
to see many of the fun 
activities that made 
the place so popular, 
like bingo, to soon be 
on the schedule. 

The unique casino 
that services the Eagle 
Beach area resorts is 
also home to the excel¬ 
lent Mamuris Restau¬ 
rant, and has an appealing 
lounge area sporting several 
plasma screens for catching 
sporting events, with an inti¬ 
mate stage where the best of 
island entertainers are expect 
to perform. What always 
made the location popular 


was the option to make a 
complete night of it in one 
convenient spot; many ex¬ 
pressed their extreme pleas¬ 
ure to have this greatly 
appreciated amenity avail¬ 
able once again, under a well- 
respected brand. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



2i Full Ownership Condominium 





^ Starting from US$ 350,000 
Financing available 
^ Rental income m residences 


m tluK ttu i HUO ItSOT 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Exposition “Divine Intervention” by 
Agnes Leslie opens at CEDEHM 


Continued from pg 3 



Aruba’s Minister of Social 
and Economic Affairs and 
Culture, Michelle Hooyboer- 
Winklaar, a happily married 
woman with two children, 
and still a fully realized ca¬ 
reer woman and community 
leader, had the honor of 
opening the exhibition with a 
symbolic breaking of bal¬ 
loons, which can be inter¬ 
preted several ways. She 
admired the work and ex¬ 
pressed her opinion that “art 
is an essential part of change 
in all branches of society; it 
is the artists who often point 
out our weaknesses and lead 



Agnes with CEDEHM staff 

the way.” 

CEDEHM is 
open Monday 
through Friday 
from 8:00 AM to 
4:00 PM. All are 
welcome to 
come and enjoy 
the work of 
Agnes Leslie, 
which is for sale, 
and to take ad¬ 
vantage of the 
agencies services 
of counseling 
and education. 
Artist Agnes Leslie and a Call 588-1391 

favorite piece for information. 




HONEY GLAZED HAM | GRILLED SALMON | GAEUC SPIKED PRIME RIB 
GRILLED GHICBtEN SUPREME | BAKED FOUR CHEESE PASTA 
BEEF TENDERLOIN I SALAD STATION AND MORE,.. 


S54.95 


DECEMBER 251S, 

5:30 PM - 10:30 PM 


K. DS 6-12 HALF FRtCE 


K DS 0-5 FREE 


ARUBA MARRIOTT RESORT | EXT 6601 | NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


"t/iA cgt 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - ii AM 


Le 


$ 9.98 


^ (fried, scnimhled or poached) 
with bacon, and link sausage, 
potatoes, toast ami coffee or tea. 


Qpect'a^ 

Le Petit (a.fe 


£tane C^ri££ F^Jtatftant 4 Bar B\/ercj Oatf /rots* 5^-7 p> 



Dinner Salad 

ar 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vattilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


Vo CAara*. CAar^m. 





IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT e. CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9pm NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 


Czech revolution 
icon Vaclav 
Havel dies 

PRAGUE (AFP) - Freedom 
icon and Czech ex-president 
Vaclav Havel, who steered 
his country peacefully to in¬ 
dependence from Soviet 
rule, died aged 75 on Sun¬ 
day, drawing a wave of trib¬ 
utes from around the globe. 

Accolades poured in for 
the statesman and play¬ 
wright hailed as a "great Eu¬ 
ropean" and the "soul of the 
Czech revolution" that top¬ 
pled communism in his 
country. 

Mourners held candle¬ 
light vigils across the Czech 
Republic, with an ad hoc 
memorial erected on 
Prague's central Wenceslas 
Square, the focal point of 
anti-communist rallies in 
1989, and at Prague Castle, 
the seat of Czech presidents. 

Havel, president of 
Czechoslovakia from 1989 
to 1992 and of its successor 
Czech Republic from 1993 
to 2003, had long battled 
poor health, partly caused 
by the five years he spent in 
communist-era jails. 

President Vaclav Klaus 
said Havel had become a 
symbol of the modern 
Czech state. 

"His personality, name 
and work substantially 
helped the Czech Republic 
swiftly become a part of the 
community of free and 
democratic countries," he 
added. 

Under Havel's presi¬ 
dency, the Czech Republic 
joined NATO in 1999. He 
was also largely responsible 
for steering the country's 
entry into the European 
Union in 2004. 

Klaus's office said a state 
funeral would be held for 
Havel, whose coffin will be 
on display Monday and 
Tuesday in a Prague church, 
before moving to Prague 
Castle on Wednesday. 


us forces quit Iraq 
nine years on 


IRAQ-KUWAIT BORDER 
(AFP) - The last US forces 
left Iraq and entered Kuwait 
on Sunday, nearly nine years 
after launching a divisive war 
to oust Saddam Hussein, and 
just as the oil-rich country 
grapples with renewed polit¬ 
ical deadlock. 

The last of roughly 110 
vehicles carrying 500-odd 
troops mostly from the 3rd 
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divi¬ 
sion, crossed the border at 
7:38 am (0438 GMT), leav¬ 
ing just 157 military trainers 
at the US embassy, in a coun¬ 
try where there were once 
nearly 170,000 troops on 505 
bases. 

It ended a war that left 
tens of thousands of Iraqis 
and nearly 4,500 American 
soldiers dead, many more 
wounded, and 1.75 million 
Iraqis displaced, after the US- 
led invasion unleashed brutal 
sectarian killing. 

"It feels good, it feels real 
good" to be out of Iraq, Ser¬ 
geant Duane Austin told AFP 
after getting out of his vehicle 
in Kuwait. 

"It's been a pretty long 
year — it's time to go home 
now." 

The 27-year-old father-of- 
two, who completed three 
tours in Iraq, added: "It's been 
a long time, coming and 
going. It's been pretty hard on 
all of us. ... (It will) be a nice 


break to get back, knowing 
that it's over with now." 

Republican candidates for 
the White House slammed 
President Barack Obama the 
US troop withdrawal, warn¬ 
ing of greater Iranian clout 
and violence in the strife-tom 
country. 

"People do not understand 
how much the Iranians have 
penetrated Iraq, and that the 
vacuum we've created will 
lead to, I think, a very, very 
unstable and very unpleasant 
environment in Iraq," former 
House speaker Newt Gin¬ 
grich, the current frontmnner 
for the party's nomination, 
told CBS television. 

F ormer Massachusetts 
governor Mitt Romney, Gin¬ 
grich's chief rival for the 
party's nod to take on Obama 
m November 2012 elections, 
warned on "Fox News Sun¬ 
day" that the troop with¬ 
drawal was "precipitous." 

"I think we're going to find 
that this president, by not put¬ 
ting in place a status of forces 
agreement with the Iraqi 
leadership, has pulled our 
troops out in a precipitous 
way and we should have left 
10-, 20-, 30-thousand person¬ 
nel there to help transition to 
the Iraqi's own military capa¬ 
bilities," he said. 

"I'm very concerned in 
this setting. I hope it works 
out." 





TasIc of 


^sjHnmnAuthentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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CDCD»^CEM 

LEATHERWARE 


EST. 1941 


the FALL/WINTER sale 



NEW YORK 


Hurry to shop our sale merchandise for great savings on your favorite 
Coach collections! Visit us today for the best picks. 


THE RENAISSANCE MALL 
LG SraXH BOULEVARD #82, STORE #16 
ORANJESTAD, ARUBA 
(297) 582-0068 
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ELMAR 


Nos ta cera desde 
diabierna 23 di december 2011 
te cu dialuna 2 di januari 2012. 

ELMAR ta cla pa sirbi bo den e ana nobo 
riba diamars 3 di januari 2012. 

Den casonan di emergencia 
por tuma contacto cu nos 
departamento di Storing na telefon 523-7147. 



us approves first heart pump 
for children 


(AFP) - The US Food and 
Drug Administration has ap¬ 
proved a first meehanieal ear- 
diae assist deviee for ehildren 
that ean help keep patients 
alive as they await a trans¬ 
plant. 

The EXCOR Pediatrie Sys¬ 
tem, made by German eom- 
pany Berlin Heart, ean be 
sized to fit young people from 
newborns to teenagers. 

’’This is a step forward, it is 
the first FDA-approved pul¬ 
satile meehanieal eireulatory 
support deviee speeifieally de¬ 
signed for ehildren,Previous 
adult heart assist deviees were 


too large to be used in eriti- 
eally ill ehildren to keep them 
alive while they wait to get a 
new heart,’’said Susan Cum¬ 
mins, ehief pediatrie medieal 
offieer in the FDA’s Center for 
Deviees and Radiologieal 
Health. 

The deviee was tested on a 
group of 48 US patients, and 
was found to improve survival 
rates for transplant patients. 
As a whole, a reported 12-17 
pereent of ehildren and 23 per- 
eent of infants die while they 
await heart transplants, ae- 
eording to the FDA. 


Pasa feliz dianan difiesta 

£ tempolada di fiesta ta ^>anita, 
yen di ilaminaeion y eolot, 
pelo colda spaal eoliente 


Pa mas informacion yama 523-7100 of e-mail 


info{g)elmar.^w 


Sexual violence affects one 
in five US women: study 


(AFP) - Nearly one in five 
Ameriean women have been 
vietims of rape or attempted 
rape at some point in their 
lives, the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) said in a dis¬ 
turbing report on sexual vio- 
lenee in the United States. 

Releasing the results of a 
first-ever survey of nearly 
10,000 women eontaeted ran¬ 
domly by telephone in 2010, 
the federal ageney said 18.3 
pereent of women ’’have been 
raped at some time in their 
lives.” 


That ineludes ’’eompleted 
foreed penetration, attempted 
foreed penetration, or aleo- 
hol/drug faeilitated eompleted 
penetration,” it added in an ex- 
eeutive summary of the 113- 
page report posted on its 
website (www.cde.gov). 

Just over half of female rape 
victims (51.1 percent) said 
they had been targeted by an 
’’intimate partner” — a current 
or former partner or spouse — 
and 40.8 percent by an ac¬ 
quaintance. 

It also found that 1.3 million 


women had been raped during 
the year preceding the survey - 
- a substantially higher number 
than the 188,380 rapes and 
sexual assaults cited in a De¬ 
partment of Justice crime sur¬ 
vey for 2010. 

And it revealed that 24.3 
percent of women — and 
nearly one in seven men — 
have suffered ’’severe physical 
violence” at the hands of an in¬ 
timate partner, such as being 
hit, slammed against a surface, 
or beaten. 





ENJOY A SPEQACULAR 4-COURSE MENU WITH 
MOUTHWATERING ENTREES, CHOOSE FROM 
LOBSTER TAIL, FILET MiCNON AND OTHER FRESH 
SEAFOOD. 


DECEMBER 3], 2011 

$129. 


frst se^im^isaMablefrofiiiLBO - 3:3C pm niiiiTTpjy Rsh i 

wwH Pi g fa rts 8^® pm wHfl 4-OOUn^ntm 


teatecf b wchf r o n t at the Aruba 


rmend^^ 6 
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SCABECHE 


LOCATED AT CARIBBEAN PALM VILLAGE RESORT FOR INFO: 586^740 


Facebook to sue 
Mark Zuckerberg? 


Popular social networking 
website Facebook has threat¬ 
ened to sue Mark Zuckerber, 
an Israeli entrepreneur born 
Rotem Guez who changed 
his name to that of Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg. 

The Israeli entrepreneur 
says he has legally changed 
his name to that of Face- 
book's CEO, a step meant to 
persuade the social network¬ 
ing site to back down from 
what he says are threats to 
take legal action against him. 

He says a lawyer for Face- 
book pressed him this week 
to close his online business 
Like Store, calling it illegal. 


Like Store promises to en¬ 
hance companies' online rep¬ 
utations by offering 
Facebook users free content 
only accessible by clicking 
"like" on the companies' pro¬ 
files. 

The Israeli acknowledged 
on week-end that his com¬ 
pany violates Facebook's 
terms of use, but says many 
U.S. companies offer similar 
services. 

Facebook declined to com¬ 
ment specifically on the 
name change, but said it was 
going after those who violate 
the company's terms as part 
of efforts to protect users. 


UNITED COMMERCIAL CITY N.V. 



COME and 
VISIT us TODAY! 


so bring your 
measurements 


Caya Avenida Milo Croes 17c - Tell: 5887776/5887760 
(Close to Botica Fergunsonstr.) DAKOTA 
UNITED HOME DEPOT Arendstraat 114 
UNITED COMMERCIAL CITY NOORD 


WALK-IN CLOSET DOORS 


3000nniX3000mm 


Sci-Tech 


More than 50 feared dead in 
Russian oii rig disaster 


VLADIVOSTOK (AFP) - At 
least four people died and 49 
were missing and feared dead 
Sunday after an oil rig cap¬ 
sized and sank in icy seas in 
far east Russia, the country's 
second major water disaster 
since July. 

Another 14 people were 
rescued as some officials 
clung to hope that more crew 
members could be pulled out 
alive even after spending some 
16 hours in the frigid waters of 
the Okhotsk Sea. 

The Kolskaya oil rig plat¬ 
form with 67 people on board 
was being towed from the 
Kamchatka peninsula across 
the sea towards Sakhalin is¬ 
land when it got caught up in 
a storm, capsized and sank 
within 20 minutes, officials 
said. 

President Dmitry 

Medvedev ordered a probe 
into the disaster, telling offi¬ 
cials to provide victims with 
all the necessary assistance. 


"This is a horrible tragedy 
which caught the crew off 
guard," said Dmitry 
Dmitriyenko, governor of the 
northern Murmansk region, 
which was home to 33 of the 
67-strong crew. 

The rescue operation was 
continuing through the night 
even though efforts have been 
hampered by strong winds and 
waves around five metres (15 
feet) high. 

Rescue officials have re¬ 
peatedly refused to say 
whether there was any hope of 
finding any more of the miss¬ 
ing alive. They said wetsuits 
could protect people from 
frigid temperatures for around 
six hours. 

The federal sea and river 
agency said in a statement that 
the Kolskaya keeled over at 
0145 GMT and sank within 20 
minutes in water with a depth 
of over 1,000 metres. 

The crew was waiting to be 
evacuated by helicopter but 
the platform capsized and sank 


before they could board their 
rescue rafts, officials said. 

Officials blamed violations 
of safety rules for the disaster, 
a frequent cause of accidents in 
Russia. 

Four people in wetsuits 
have been located in the water 
without any signs of life but 
rescuers were unable to pull 
them out because of the poor 
weather, the federal sea and 
river agency said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Emergencies officials said 
two of the 14 people rescued 
were suffering from hypother¬ 
mia and another two had minor 
injuries. 

The rig was fully sub¬ 
merged by Sunday evening, 
and all four life rafts have been 
found with no one on board. 

Kasayev said the Kolskaya 
had experienced technical 
problems even before the acci¬ 
dent, and had been forced to 
constantly pump water out of 
one of its air tanks due to a 
leak. 



Mainstreet PowmIowmbSBSI 


O'*' Textile & notions* j 

Article for kitchen* I 

Bath and bedroom and morer 


Men swear, 
luggage and more 


Aruba's One 
And Only 
department 
Store 


Aruba's 

^Ladieswear ^Piggest 

►And girls wear * cafeteria & more. | | Store 

Samsonite Tel;5S22120 Caya O.f Petico Croes 1-3 In the begmning of the waiiistreet. 


For the 
Whole 
Family 


Pest 

Prands 

Pest 

Prices 
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PICKLES 
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CROSSWORD 
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CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 


www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Siizy of 
“Xitanic*’ 

5. Frogmaxi’s 
gear 

lO. Be in tlie fiole 

13. Vctrious: abbr. 

14. cJoixied tbe 
crew team 

15. Hitcb 

16. Oxit of wback 

18. _ time 

(never) 

18. IDestiny 
20. Stores a 
sword 

22. Writer Seton 

24. Pirrplisb black 

25. Heroes 

28. _ Cruces 

31. New bride's 
acquisition 

34. Ils_ (they 

are, in Baris) 

35. _ case 

(nervous 

wreck) 

37. Classical 
record label: 
abbr. 

38. Cbaliening 
skating jump 

39. Moving about 

40. Actress 
Cardner et al. 

41. Binatubo's 
detritus 

42. Staples 
Center cagers 

43. State bird of 
Hawaii 

44. Controversial 
Reagan 
apF>ointee 

46. Aesthete's 
concern 

47. Ariricbair 
traveler's 
tome 

48. Roaeb's 
nigb t m are 

50. Duplicate 
52. Completely off 
tbe hook 
56. Sculptor 
Alexamder 
60. Lee of 

“Bush ing 
Daisies” 


61. Gratis 

63. Benevolent 
and 

protective 

order 

64. Clean tbe tub 

65. Chilean coin 

66. Songwriter 
Farrell 

67. Transmits 

68. Hot times in 
Baris 

DOWN 

1. Frenzied 

2. Iconic British 
compact 

3- Followers: 
suf&x 

4. Com, Yiddisb- 
style 

5. Busbover 

6. Saturn, for 
one 

7. “Trinity^ 
author 

8. One of tbe 
March 
daughters 

9. Cutting tools 


10. Fair and 
square 

11. Wax's 
coionterpart 

12. Oft-inflated 
items 

15. Quashed, as a 
rumor 

17. Twilights, 
poetically 

21. Hit the 

landing strip 

23. Seward's Folly 

25. Bakistanis' 
rehgion 

26. Dump a 
bucket of 
water on 

27. Bar 
speciftcation 

29. Starwort 

30. Avoids 

32. Radarange 
name 

33. _ up (gets 

the picture) 

35. Sheepish * 
sound 

36. Ineloquent 
utterances 


40. “Home on the 
Range” 
creature 

42. Explorer 
Ericson 

46. Fills 

47. Asian 
nursemaid 

49. Impurity 

51. Sexving 
scorers 

52. Gush 

53. .John of the 
Velvet 

TJ nderground 

54. Noun suffix 

55. “A Yank at 

_”(1942 

Rooney film) 

57. Song for 

screen lovers, 
often 

Actual being 

59. Certain 

antique autos 
1963 Newman 
film 


58. 


62. 


1 

2 
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n 

13 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS' 

Dec 17 - Dec 24 


O’stad B.Fergusonstr. ’ - S.N: ‘ Di Serv. Seroe Preto. 


WHERE? 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



vimportant 

Telephone 

niumbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Ai Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoki^ 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Thai Restaurant 

fRESH AHPJELiCiOUS THAI fOOP COOKEP fRESH TO ORPER. 

. HOhE OROWN HERRS ANP SPiCES 

m VARIETy ON VE&ETARIAN PiSHES 

Located at Palm Beach 186b, next to Wendy's at 
walking distance from High Rise Hotels, phone 586 8071 

rr- .. re -r 




Finance 


Crisis will strengthen 
euro: French bank boss 


Euro ministers 'to hold debt crisis 
talks today' 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - Euro¬ 
zone finance ministers will 
hold telephone talks on the 
debt crisis on Monday to 
flesh out decisions taken at a 
key summit earlier this 
month to save the European 
currency. 

With several eurozone na¬ 
tions under threat of a credit 
rating downgrade, a key 
focus of the conference call 
will be plans to boost Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
coffers to allow it to come to 
the aid of floundering mem¬ 
bers. 

A government source told 
AFP on condition of 
anonymity that the eurozone 
flnance ministers, known as 
the Eurogroup, will hold tele¬ 
phone talks at about 1500 
GMT Monday "to discuss 
what happens after the Euro¬ 
pean summit of December 8 
and 9" on saving the euro¬ 
zone. 

European Union members 
who are not part of the mon¬ 
etary union will also take part 


in the talks. 

At the last summit, which 
saw Britain bloc plans for EU 
treaty change to save the cur¬ 
rency, eurozone countries an¬ 
nounced plans to pump 200 
billion euros ($260 billion) 
into an IMF warchest. Euro¬ 
zone members were to pro¬ 


vide about three quarters, and 
other EU countries the rest. 

The aim was to allow the 
Washington-based institution 
to come to the aid of euro¬ 
zone countries in difficulty, 
and the summit gave leaders 
10 days to work out the de¬ 
tails. 


ROME (AFP) - The euro will 
come out stronger from the 
debt crisis but governments 
must act quickly to put their 
plans into action, the chair¬ 
man of French bank BNP 
Paribas said in an interview 
published Sunday. 

"We are convinced that the 
euro will come out of the cri¬ 
sis stronger," Baudouin Prot 
told Italian business daily II 
Sole 24 Ore. 

He also dismissed the 
threat of a downgrade of 
France's AAA credit rating, 
saying: "Life will go on even 
after rating agency deci¬ 
sions." 

"The important thing is 
that France does what it has 
to do in terms of putting its 
accounts in order and ensur¬ 
ing growth," he added. 

Referring to a European 
Union summit this month at 
which all EU states except for 
Britain agreed to draft a strict 
pact with penalties to ensure 
cuts of budget deficits and 
debt, Prot stressed the ur¬ 
gency. 

"The agreement in Brus¬ 


sels is positive and important 
but if s even more important 
that the decisions taken are 
implemented quickly. The 
scenario remains fragile and 
new plunges are possible," he 
said. 

He also condemned a vol¬ 
untary agreement for banks 
to take a 50-percent cut in 
their Greek bond holdings in 
order to reduce Greece's debt. 

"The haircut was a terrible 
idea which had a strong im¬ 
pact in terms of a lack of con- 
fldence from investors," he 
said. 

"It's very unpleasant, this 
incident is still not over, and 
it's unacceptable that some 
people are trying to raise the 
haircut to 80 percent," he 
added. 

BNP Paribas is one of the 
biggest banks in the euro¬ 
zone. 


SATURDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


Obama signs spending bill, averts shutdown 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama on 
Sunday faced a new congres¬ 
sional gridlock over a payroll 
tax cut after he signed into 
law a $1 trillion spending 
bill, averting a government 
shutdown. 

The US Senate passed the 
spending bill and a two- 
month payroll tax holiday ex¬ 
tension on Saturday, punting 
that problem down the road, 
but not for long. 

Obama had initially 
sought a one-year extension 
for the tax cut and unemploy¬ 
ment benefits. 


The compromise tax 
measure further dented 
Obama's authority by forcing 
him to revisit a contentious 
pipeline plan, and while the 
legislation passed easily, its 
short duration highlighted the 
inability of feuding lawmak¬ 
ers to bridge the divide on a 
more comprehensive deal. 

The deal thrusts the con¬ 
tentious Keystone XL 
pipeline, to carry oil from 
Canada's tar sands to the US 
Gulf Coast, back onto the po¬ 
litical agenda. 

Obama had put off a deci¬ 
sion on the project, which 


pits environmentalists against 
labor unions and business in¬ 
terests in his political base, 
until after the November 
2012 elections in which he is 
hoping to secure a second 
term. 
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ISMI NUiTiE ENGLISH 
LIPES^^pSTNEWS SHOW 

A LOCAL NBC LICENSEE 


STARTING^SEPTEMBER 27™ WEEKNIGHTS MONDAY TO FRIDAY AT 7:15 PM 



Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 
12:00-3 p.m. 


Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 
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Master Chef Vittorio Mitscariello mt?ites you to come and savor 
kts swf>cri> cbssic Italian dislies inspired by regional traditions, 
paired with dedicated service and the finest wines, creating the 
perfect Italian dining experience in the ntsticoity elegant 
Hostaria da* Vittorio, 


Open for lunch and dinner, seven days a week. 

L,G, Smith Boulevard 380, in ^ront of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
For reservations please calh 586-3838 or 586-3686 • Fox 586-6338 
E-mail: hostariavittorio@setamet,aw • wwwhostariavittorio.com 


'Girl with the Dragon Tattoo' 
readies Hollywood debut 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Holly¬ 
wood’s first take on the best¬ 
selling Millennium trilogy, the 
blockbuster "Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo," opens in the 
United States next week, star¬ 
ring Daniel Craig and Rooney 
Mara. 

The film, directed by David 
Fincher, is the first US inter¬ 
pretation of a book series by 
Swedish writer Stieg Larsson 
that has captivated the world 
since its posthumous publica¬ 
tion in 2005, a year after his 
death, selling 65 million copies 
in 46 countries. 

Britain’s Craig, the latest 
actor to portray the classic spy 
character "James Bond," plays 
magazine publisher in disgrace 
Mikael Blomkvist in the US 
version. 

He is joined by young US 
actress Mara as talented hacker 
Lisbeth Salander. Mara’s pow¬ 


erful performance earned her a 
Golden Globe nomination for 
best actress in a drama this 
week. 

"I had read all the three 
books and I had a real clear 
picture of who this girl was," 
Mara said at a press conference 
in New York on Saturday, 

The actress, who had small 
role in the Facebook movie 
"The Social Network," also by 
Fincher, said the director gave 
her a long to-do list for the 
role. "I have to become a 
smoker, to have piercings, to 
ride a motorcycle, just stuff 
like that," she said. 

Filmed in Stockholm and 
other parts of Sweden, as well 
as in Zurich, the film features 
extraordinary winter land¬ 
scapes, recreating the atmos¬ 
phere of isolation and mystery 
showcased in the novel. 




BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 






unicasa 

$UPERMARKET 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH #184 
TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Next to 

. Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
^ _ _ -r * Close to the traffic lights 

^ Opening hOUrs:^J and high rise hotel area, 

I MbndayJ^Saturday.Sa^r-^IZmidnight / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m, 
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Let's Do it Again: Beach Boys announce 
reunion 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Iconic 1960s Californian band 
the Beach Boys are reuniting 
to celebrate their 50th an¬ 
niversary with a new album 
and a 50-date world tour next 
year, the group announced. 

The original members of 
the band whose hits include 
"Good Vibrations" and 
"Surfin’ USA" — who fueled 
reunion talk when they re¬ 
cently re-recorded "Do it 
Again" - had already been in 
the studio working on songs 
for the new album. 

They will perform at the 
annual Grammy awards show 
in Los Angeles in February, 
before launching their tour in 
New Orleans in April, they 
said in a statement on their 
website. 

"This anniversary is special 
to me because I miss the boys 
and it will be a thrill for me to 
make a new record and be on 
stage with them again," said 
core band member Brian Wil¬ 
son, announcing the reunion 
on their website. 

Mike Love, a founder 
member of the band which his 
three cousins Brian, Carl and 
Dennis Wilson, said the idea 
came when they got together 
to re-record "Do It Again" at 
Capitol Records, the label 
which launched them five 
decades ago. 


The band, famous for their 
close vocal harmonies, was 
formed in 1961 by the three 
Wilson brothers. Love and 


friend A1 Jardine, while Bruce 
Johnston and David Marks, 
who joined later, will also be 
part of the reunion. 



EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 
with ham & cheese 
*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

Ail egg dishes are served with a choice of: 
white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grand! ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 


*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


*CHICKEN SOUP 


*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 


* 



(near the main 


Monday ■ Sunday 
am -10:30p.m. 




For 

please call: 


HOT BEVERAGES 
COLD BEVERAGES 
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Just in time for gift 
giving season: the new 
Mario Hernandez 
Collection 




Finely crafted, stylish leather 
accessories and luggage are 
the hallmark of the Mario 


crafted leather goods is 
complemented by a stun¬ 
ning hand woven or 
painted silk scarves and 
shawls to affect beautifully 
coordinated look. Sumptu¬ 
ous knit tops sport their fa¬ 
mous Chrysalis design and 
unicorn logo in trendy 
hues. 

Sleek and stylish fash- 
ionistas of either gender 
will be well pleased with 
the new Mario Hernandez 
collection, available exclu¬ 
sively at the signature store 
in Paseo Herencia shopping 
center in Palm Beach 


Hernandez store in Paseo 
Herencia Mall, and they are 
very excited to have just re¬ 
ceived the newest collec¬ 
tion for 2012, just in time 
for holiday gift giving. 

Two distinctive collec¬ 
tions feature the lively 
work of artists Debilzan 
and Vianey for eye-turning 
handbags, luggage and wal¬ 
lets that make great gifts 
and stocking staffers for ei¬ 
ther gender. For the woman 
who has everything, the 
one-of-a-kind, fuchsia Mia 
bag made of pure leather 
embossed with a contem¬ 
porary rose pattern will 
make a unique gift she will 
treasure. There is no other 
bag from Mario Hernandez 
Couture quite like it. -liter¬ 
ally! 

The MH line of hand- 









Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families 
on holiday rentals 


Aruba’s newest and most inno¬ 
vative gated community has 
enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding amenities 
are just what they were look¬ 
ing for before considering pur¬ 
chasing property on the island. 
Some owners are using the vil¬ 
las or town homes as vacation 
retreats rather than full time 
and are taking advantage of 
Gold Coast’s rental services to 
turn their investment into 
ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups and 
fami- lies, famed hotelier Ed 
Ma-lone has been placed in 
charge of the rental program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, babysit¬ 
ters, caterers, airline pick-up 
and drop-off; they even boast 
a shopping service to stock 


your shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spacious, 
offering privacy for parents or 
a few couples. Beautifully ap¬ 
pointed kitchens and bath¬ 
rooms grace each abode; 


optic Internet connection, indi¬ 
vidual washer/dryer, and are 
fully air-conditioned. Cribs, 
high chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 
rental cars, spa appointments. 


Villa Catalina Living room 


barbecues and lounges are pro¬ 
vided for friendly cookouts 
and truly savoring the island 
life. All homes come with 
cable TV, high-speed fiber- 


activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are all part of the pack¬ 
age. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way. Gold Coast seeks to pam¬ 
per their guests while provid¬ 
ing them with the feeling of 
being in a cozy community, 
not the normally bustling re¬ 
sort, particularly experienced 
during the major holidays. If 
you wish an optimal vacation 
experience with great savings, 
visit their website: www.gold- 
coastaruba. com to get ac¬ 
quainted with the community 
and the layout, details and 
availability of accommoda¬ 
tions, or call 586-2200 to talk 
personally to a Gold Coast rep¬ 
resentative. 
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EVEPY day 



From s pm to 6 pm 
and 9 p.m. to lO p.m. 





Open Bar for 
only <25 
From lO pm. 
to 11 pm. 

Ooenino hours: 

Sun.'Thu; 2 p.m.'jam 
Fri.*Sat;2p.m. '3 a.m. 

info: SP 27032 - 
kalinbar@hotmail.com 


Barcelona beat Santos to 
win World Club Cup 



Lionel Messi (right), widely acknowledged as the best 
player in the world, and 19-year-old Brazilian sensation 
Neymar. 


City on top as 

United stay 
in touch 


YOKOHAMA (AFP) - Lionel 
Messi grabbed a classy brace 
as the "artists” of Barcelona 
out-classed the Brazilians San¬ 
tos 4-0 to lift the Club World 
Cup Sunday and confirm their 
status as the best team on the 
planet. 

The clash between the Eu¬ 
ropean and South American 
champions in Japan had been 
billed as a showdown between 
Messi, widely acknowledged 
as the best player in the world, 
and 19-year-old Brazilian sen¬ 
sation Neymar. 

In the event, it was no con¬ 
test — either between the two 
supreme talents or their teams 
— as Barcelona picked up their 
second world crown after win¬ 
ning the competition in 2009. 

Barca boss Pep Guardiola 
called his men "artists" and 
dedicated the 13th title in his 
three-and-a-half years in 
charge to striker David Villa, 
who flew home after fractur¬ 
ing his shin in the semi-final 
and faces months out. 

Messi, set up by Xavi, got 
the first after 17 minutes, before 
Xavi put Barcelona 2-0 up just 
seven minutes later to put them 
firmly in control, as prodigious 


forward Neymar struggled to 
get a sniff of the ball. 

Cesc Fabregas, who pulled 
the strings in midfield, got the 
third on the stroke of half-time 
as the Spanish champions, 
who were at full-strength, 
threatened to run riot for the 
full house of 68,166. 

Messi got his second eight 
minutes from time as he 
rounded the keeper to roll the 
ball in after the influential 
Dani Alves threaded the ball 
through to him. 

His opposite number 
Muricy Ramalho said there 
was no disgrace despite the 
heavy defeat. 

"Barcelona have played 
various teams around the 
world and nobody can beat 
them. Eventually some team 
may, but I don’t think it’s pos¬ 
sible now," he said. 

Barca had the better of an 
open first 15 minutes, Messi 
forcing a save out of Rafael 
Cabral after skipping a couple 
of half-hearted Santos chal¬ 
lenges. 

Shortly after that the Argen¬ 
tine was at it again, taking a 
dinked pass from Xavi and lift¬ 
ing the ball delicately over 


Cabral from just a few yards 
out to put the Catalans into an 
early lead at the International 
Stadium in Yokohama. 

It was all Barca, so it was no 
surprise when they went fur¬ 
ther ahead on 24 minutes, full¬ 
back Alves driving down the 
right wing and cutting inside to 
set up Xavi, who rifled the ball 
past an exposed Cabral. 

Still Barca and Messi kept 
coming. On 26 minutes he was 
denied by a terrific last-gasp 
tackle when through on goal, 
and three minutes later Fabre¬ 
gas struck Cabral’s post after 
he was set up by Xavi. 

Fabregas and Barca would 
not be denied, as the former 
Arsenal man grabbed the third 
just before half-time after 
more good link-up play — in¬ 
cluding an audacious back- 
heel — from the irrespressible 
Messi. 

Less than a minute after the 
restart they should have gone 
4-0 up when Fabregas, set up 
by Messi, saw his prodded ef¬ 
fort on the run saved by 
Cabral, then Neymar went up 
the other end and headed over 
when he should have scored. 

Belatedly, the Brazilian side 
were up for it after Ramalho 
had sent them out onto the 
frigid pitch well ahead of their 
opponents. 

Neymar should have found 
the net when clean through on 
goal just before the hour, but 
Victor Valdes saved well with 
his legs. It summed up the 
teenager’s night. 

Messi put the gloss on a 
polished performance from 
him and his side as he showed 
trademark deft footwork to 
dance around Cabral and walk 
the ball in. 


LONDON (AFP) - Manches¬ 
ter City were left two points 
in front of champions Man¬ 
chester United at the top of 
the English Premier League 
after a 1 -0 win at home to Ar¬ 
senal on Sunday. 

David Silva scored the 
only goal of a high-quality 
contest in the 53rd minute 
after Mario Balotelli cut in 
from the left and let fly with 
a powerful low shot that Ar¬ 
senal keeper Wojciech 
Szczesny did well to save but 
could not hold. 

Sergio Aguero followed 
up and, as the ball came loose 
on the right, Silva pounced to 
score from close range. 

City, beaten by Chelsea 
last time out, missed several 
chances to double their lead 
and were almost made to pay 
when in-form Arsenal striker 
Robin van Persie shot weakly 
at England goalkeeper Joe 
Hart from eight yards. 

Then Argentina defender 
Pablo Zabaleta nearly made it 
2-0 to the hosts when his shot 
beat Szczesny only to bounce 
off the keeper’s right post. 

Hart then preserved City’s 
lead in the 90th minute when 
he tipped over a shot from 
Thomas Vermaelen that came 
through a crowd of players. 
In stoppage time, another 
Vermaelen strike curled just 
wide. 

Defeat meant Arsenal, 
beaten for the first time in 
nine games, stayed fifth in 
the table, 12 points behind 
City. 

"It was very important 


after Chelsea — we didn’t de¬ 
serve to lose that game," said 
City manager Roberto 
Mancini. 

His Arsenal counterpart, 
Arsene Wenger, added: "We 
were unlucky because we had 
chances." 

Earlier on Sunday, United 
returned to the summit for a 
couple of hours after a 2-0 
win away to Queens Park 
Rangers. 

Wayne Rooney needed 
fewer than 60 seconds to 
open the scoring at Loftus 
Road before Michael Carrick 
made the game safe for the 
visitors in the 56th minute. 

United went ahead when 
England striker Rooney 
headed home a cross from 
Antonio Valencia after releas¬ 
ing the Ecuadorian down the 
right. 

The champions doubled 
their lead early in the second 
half when Carrick intercepted 
a loose square ball from 
Rangers midfielder Joey Bar¬ 
ton. 

England international Car¬ 
rick was allowed to advance 
by the Londoners' retreating 
defence and then beat Radek 
Cerny at the goalkeeper’s 
near post with a shot from the 
edge of the box for what was 
his first Premier League goal 
in nearly two years. 

"It was a good team per¬ 
formance; we played some 
good football and will take a 
2-0 win away from home," 
said United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson. 
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Westwood storms..... 


continued from page 16 


lishman held a five-shot 
lead. 

There was drama at the 
par-five 11th when 
Sehwartzel sunk an eagle 
while Westwood missed a 
birdie putt, resulting in a 
two-shot swing to the 
South Afriean and eutting 
the lead to three. 

Both players birdied 
the 12th but Westwood 
also pieked up a stroke at 
the 13th to restore his 
four-shot lead. 

Sehwartzel’s ehallenge 

^ . effeetively ended at the 

Thailand Golf Championship 




Lee Westwood of England poses 
with trophy after winning the 


2011 . 

Sehwartzel began the day 
knowing he had to overhaul a 
four-shot lead and got off to a 
good start when he birdied the 
first hole, while Westwood 
eould only manage a par. 

But Westwood responded 
quiekly with two sueeessive 
birdies and at the turn the Eng- 
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a poor 
ehip saw him make a 
bogey, leaving Westwood five 
shots elear with just four to 
play. He went on to streteh the 
lead by a further two strokes. 

John Daly finished joint 
16th after shooting 75 in the 
final round while Sergio Gar- 
eia reeorded a 71 for joint 24th 
plaee. 

Japanese star Ryo Ishikawa 
finished what was a miserable 
tournament for him with a 73, 
well down the field on a total 
of 297, nine over par. 

Ishikawa was in good eom- 
pany though, sharing the same 
overall seore as British Open 
ehampion Darren Clarke who 
shot a disappointing 77 in his 
final round. 
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Golf: Westwood storms to emphatic victory 


BANGKOK (AFP) - Lee 
Westwood displayed all his 
elass and experienee Sunday 
as he brushed aside a ehal- 
lenge from Masters ehampion 
Chari Sehwartzel to win the $1 
million Thailand Golf Cham¬ 
pionship by seven strokes. 

The emphatie vietory at the 
Amata Spring Country Club, 
Westwood’s fourth of the sea¬ 
son, moved him up to world 
number two, replaeing Rory 
Mellroy. 

The Englishman had 
played fine golf all week in¬ 


eluding a stunning 12-under- 
par 60 in the first round. 

He shot 69 in his final 
round to finish the tournament 
on 266, an impressive 22 
under par, for his third win in 
Asia this season. 

Sehwartzel fought hard and 
briefly threatened the leader, 
but the South Afriean had to 
settle for the runner-up spot 
after shooting an even-par 72. 

Little-known Ameriean 
Miehael Thompson performed 
well with a 70 to finish in third 
plaee, one shot baek, while in 


joint fourth plaee two strokes 
further behind were Thailand’s 
Chawalit Plaphol and Simon 
Dyson of England. 

’’I’m obviously delighted,” 
said Westwood on his vietory. 
’’The first two days were prob¬ 
ably the best I’ve ever played. 
I’ve never had an 11-shot lead 
after two rounds before.” 

Although Westwood’s 
fourth-round seore did not 
mateh the 60 and 64 of his first 
two days, he was still very sat¬ 
isfied with it. ”I thought 69 
was a good seore. I putted 


great on the baek nine.” 

Westwood felt the turning 
point on Sunday was at the 
12th when he sunk a birdie 
after Sehwartzel had also 
birdied and looked like he 
might elose to within two 
shots. 

’’Fortunately I holed it. 
That was an important putt,” 
he said. 

He was understandably up¬ 
beat about the next season. 
’’I’m a better player than one 
year ago and I’m managing my 
game better too,” he said. 


Sehwartzel admitted it had 
been ”a tough day”. 

He eoneeded that West¬ 
wood’s birdies on the 12th and 
13th proved deeisive. ”I had 
pulled him baek to three shots 
and it was getting elose up to 
that stage.” 

The South Afriean said he 
was happy with his overall 
performanee. ”I played great. 
If it wasn’t for Lee I would 
have probably won the tourna¬ 
ment.” 

continues on page 15 
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